Older adults and HIV.
As the number of older Americans grows, perioperative nurses increasingly will be called on to provide services to older adults infected with HIV. To provide quality patient care, perioperative nurses must understand the facts about HIV and aging individuals. Finally, perioperative nurses must realize the best defense against exposure to bloodborne pathogens (e.g., HIV) is compliance with standard precautions while caring for all patients, from newborns to older adults.